
 

Title:  The Byzantine Empire  

Topic:   Social Studies, Sixth Grade 

Stage 1-Desired Results 
 

Goals:  Standard 6.2 World History/ Global Studies  
All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and systematically about how past 
interactions of people, culture, and the environment affect issues across time and cultures.  Such 
knowledge and skill enable students to make informed decisions as socially and ethically responsible 
world citizens in the 21st century. 
6.2.8. D.4.h – Determine the extent to which the Byzantine Empire influenced the Islamic world and 
western Europe. 
6.2.8. D.4.b – Analyze how religion both unified and divided people. 

Understandings:  
 Sometimes empires do not fall but evolve into new empires that are very different from their 

predecessors.  

 Religious groups sometimes split into different sects. 

 Legacies of ancient empires were kept by the empires that came after them. 

EQs:  
What differentiates one culture from another culture? 
 
Students will know:   

People: 
Justinian 
Theodora 
Iconoclasts  
Slavic 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Time Periods/places: 
Byzantine 
Kievan Rus 
Constantinople 
Ottomans 
 
 
 

Terms 
Strait 
Moat 
Great Schism 
Roman Catholic Church 
Eastern Orthodox  Church 
Creed 
Cyrillic alphabet 
Justinian Code 
Missionary 
 

Students will be able to: 
 Explain the importance of geography and leadership to the Byzantine Empire. 

 Understand the advantages of Constantinople for defense and trade. 



 Compare and contrast the Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox churches and explain the 

great Schism. 

 Discuss the cause and effects of Byzantine cultural spread and the main features of its 

culture, law, and religion. 

 Identify the two influences that helped to shape the Byzantine culture. 

Stage 2- Assessment Data 
Recommended Performance Tasks:   

 Posters 

 Oral presentations 

 Research using  text and summarize topics 

 Plan a fictional city making sure to include advantageous defenses and access. Then, relate it to 
Atlantic County’s advantages for trade and defense. 

 Create a Power Point presentation. 

 Time-line 

 Role play a discussion between leaders of the Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox churches 
after reviewing differences between the two churches. 

 
Other Evidence: 

 Homework 

 Quizzes 

 Lessons 

 Chapter test 

 Classroom participation/discussion 

 Class projects. 

 DBQ 

Stage 3- Learning Plan 
 Check and review prior knowledge. 

 Read, discuss, and analyze visuals. 

 Compare and contrast Roman Catholic Church and Eastern Orthodox Church. 

 Use available media to enhance lessons. 

 Make connections to present day. 

 Label outline map with important places to know. 

 Identify main ideas and details. 

 


